Mississippi State University

Scholars Junction
Ernie Flint - Mississippi State Extension Reports

Extension Agent Reports

5-19-2001

Field Crops Newsletter - May 19, 2001
Ernest "Ernie" Flint Jr.

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ext-ua-flintreports

Recommended Citation
Ernest "Ernie" Hilmon Flint, Jr. collection, Special Collections Department, Mississippi State University
Libraries

This Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Extension Agent Reports at Scholars Junction. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Ernie Flint - Mississippi State Extension Reports by an authorized administrator
of Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com.

Field Crops Newsletter:

May 19, 2001

In General:
The major concern we have right now is the shortage of rain. Although many have received at least some rain, most have
not gotten enough to improve the prospects very much. I know that I share with most of you a measure of disbelief that we are for
the fourth year experiencing rainfall amounts below our “normal” levels. A consolation for the present is that we at least have
fairly good supplies of stored soil moisture, but many fields still need additional surface moisture to establish the crop. Hopefully,
by the time you read this you will have gotten additional rain.
In some instances, surface moisture has been too low to support the germination and emergence of cotton and soybeans,
as well as a few late planted corn fields. Those with irrigation are being forced to start the pumps just to get a stand. Others will
just have to wait, and in some cases more seed may have to be planted. For quite a few, this year has not gotten off to a good start.
Cotton:

Cotton needs warm days and warm nights for vigorous plant development. Recent days have been very good, but with
nighttime temperatures falling into the fifties and sixties, many fields appear to just be sitting. This situation complicates the
process of starting the crop in several ways.
For those fields still emerging from the soil, seedlings are simply running out of energy before they are able to receive
sunlight. For these seedlings and also those that are barely emerged, seedling diseases are taking a heavy toll on populations.
Pythium and Rhizoctonia are active in most fields, even where the most sophisticated seed protection systems have been used.
Plants are not being able to take up systemic insecticides under these conditions of marginal moisture and low night temperature,
so thrips and aphid populations are beginning to develop in many fields. Under these conditions, thrips can devastate young cotton
plants, so don’t hesitate to treat for thrips even though in-furrow materials may have been used.
Fortunately, cutworms have not been a widespread problem, due in part to the use of insecticides at planting, and to the
shortage of moisture. Growers who are irrigating should take special precautions in looking for cutworms after irrigation since
supplemental water may give this pest a chance to develop.
Cotton plants that just sit without good growth invite complications with weed control applications, both in conventional
fields and in Roundup Ready fields. Plants may reach the cutoff date for Roundup before you realize it since the nodes may be
tightly compressed on the main stem. Remember that a new node is added to the stem every 4 to 5 days during this part of the
growth process. Should night temperatures increase into the solid seventies the time for node initiation will shorten to 3 to 4 days.
As I have visited around the area these past few days I have noted an unusually high level of frustration among many of
you, and I can certainly understand why this is true. Here we are, looking at cotton prices under 50 cents, expecting that if grades
are anything like they have been in the last 3 years we will be looking at getting 40 cents. On top of that, here we go again with
dry weather right out of the starting gate. It’s enough to try the patience of even the most experienced. The only thing I can
suggest is that you gather up all of the patience you can muster and avoid spending every dime that is not absolutely necessary.
The days of reacting instantly to every crisis are a thing of the past. We have to think things through, weighing all the angles and
alternatives, and then maybe wait some more. Usually, the logical means of dealing with a problem will present itself with time.
The season will dictate what kind of crop we make to a very large degree. You all can remember years that started well
and ended badly; and years that started badly and ended well. Should this turn out to be a poor crop year, we certainly don’t want
to look back and remember that we spent too much on it; and if it turns out to be a good year our only chance of showing even a
small profit is to keep spending down. There will be plenty of opportunities to spend your budget after we start setting a crop, so
save your bullets until then if at all possible.
For those wrestling with the first year of reduced tillage or no-till, this is probably the toughest time. When you look at
tilled fields and see neat rows of green plants and then look at your own and strain to see those little plants you may want to go and
hook up the cultivator. Just give it a few days and you will feel better as herbicide applications begin to work and cotton plants get
growing. If we do have a dry summer you will be especially proud of your choice, and if we have a wet fall you will be especially
happy to be able to harvest when others may be in mud.

As I have said to so many; no-till has its problems just as conventional tillage does. Much of the difficulty is the
psychology you have to use on yourself while making the transition. When you have a problem with no-till, the tendency is to
automatically blame the system, while a problem of equal magnitude in conventional tillage would have been accepted as plain
bad luck. Nobody said that changing to no-till would repeal Murphy’s law.
Corn:

Although there are some scattered fields that have looked good since they came up, many more have had problems with
insects, weeds, nitrogen uptake, poor drainage, and other things, but finally this past week most fields started looking better. At
this point, the shortage of rain is not too much of a problem since corn plants are being forced to develop good root systems. This
will be especially important for nonirrigated fields if we have to live with sparse rainfall later in the season.
Chinch bugs have been present in fields virtually since plants emerged, and now we are finding in-field reproduction, so
keep a close watch on your fields. We need to be ready to quickly treat areas of heavy feeding before the young insects can move
out into larger areas. If we don’t get rain soon, an outbreak of chinch bugs is very likely, however where we are able to control
them quickly we may be able to prevent a widespread problem. You will normally find these chinch but concentrations in patches
of johnsongrass or in areas where corn is not growing well. These spots can be treated to head off serious damage. If chinch bugs
succeed in establishing themselves on a widespread basis we will be in for a fight.
Some fields have sustained heavy damage from sugar cane beetles this year. I have seen isolated areas where over half
the plants have been damaged. This suggests that in the future some form of in-furrow insect control should be used, even where
corn was not grown the previous year.
Tight budgets are showing up in corn more than in other crops since this crop responds directly to anything that is or is
not done. Fields which needed lime and mixed fertilizers and did not receive them are rapidly falling behind those which were
properly supplied with nutrients. This effect will only become more and more obvious as the season progresses. In these fields, a
yield reduction is already locked in, but for some a sidedress application of complete fertilizer may partially salvage the situation.
However, if dry weather continues these fields will soon crash. This result should not be a surprise.

Soybeans:
Most fields have gotten off to a good start, however as this dry spell continues over much of the area some of the same
problems we see in cotton may appear in soybeans. We normally think that soybeans can tolerate thrips, but when levels become
extremely high a treatment for thrips may be required to prevent damage to terminal buds.
Grasshoppers have been found in many fields around the state, with some requiring treatment to prevent destruction by
these voracious feeders. Fields must be scouted thoroughly since grasshoppers may develop in spots within a field, and you may
not find them on the turnrow. Some of you are making weed control applications now, so you may be able to include an
insecticide and save a trip over the field. However, this is not a reason for just throwing dollars; scout and be sure you need the
application.
Results of the SMART program have shown that insect management is a much larger matter in soybean production than
we once thought. Pests which should be monitored carefully during the season include threecornered alfalfa leafhoppers,
stinkbugs, leaf beetles, and of course the several worm species. The 2 oz. rate of Dimilin at the R2 (early pod) stage has been
shown to head off economic damage by most of the worms, and it is relatively inexpensive. In most cases results have shown this
application to be economically justifiable.
In Summary:
This has been a very busy spring for all of us. Keeping busy has prevented us from thinking too much about the
possibilities for profit this year, but as planting operations are being completed these thoughts will come flooding back. It’s really
not much fun to face the prospect of working all summer for nothing, but that’s exactly what we will be doing unless there are
some big changes in the markets.
Should a new farm bill be formulated this year, it should reflect the situation we find ourselves in today. This may be the
time to let your feelings be know to those who represent us in Washington. They should know by now just how things are, but
telling them again can’t hurt. Let me know if you need addresses.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D.
Area Agent/Agriculture

